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Did you know that an online for-profit school company was the corporate co-chair in 2011?
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See Center for Media and Democracy's quick summary on last page.
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Were your laws repealed?

Spare4


Spare4


Spare4


user1




user1
From CMD:  This model legislation would require the teaching of a semester-long course on the "philosophical understandings" of America's founders, as incorporated in the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Federalist Papers.  There are, in fact, many scholarly differences of opinion about what weight to accord writings of individuals involved in the drafting and ratification of the Constitution.  For example, a controversial Bush Administration attorney embraced what he called a "Hamiltonian" view of virtually unlimited presidential power as a rationale for presidential violation of laws barring torture and warrantless wiretapping.  However, Hamilton's views of king-like presidential power were not shared by other leading founding fathers or by the citizens in the states that ratified the Constitution and who insisted upon the addition of an explicit Bill of Rights to guard against claims of virtually unlimited governmental power to search and seize people and compel them to be witnesses against themselves.  It is unclear who would create the curriculum proposed by ALEC and whether that curriculum would fairly present the "philosophical" understandings of the framers of the Constitution.  For example, it is unclear whether many of the people in the current day and age who use rhetoric about "federalism," one of the words referenced by ALEC, as a proxy for "state's rights" have any understanding that the U.S. Constitution was written in reaction to the failures of a weak central government that was created in the Articles of Confederation, the first form of government adopted nationally by the newly freed colonies.  It is indeed very important for young Americans to understand our nation's history. It is also important that curriculum not become a conduit for corporate propaganda formulated to promote ALEC's agenda.



